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instructed to bring forward a new demand, viz*
that our troops should reduce Tonk and Ram-
poora, and reannex them to Jypoor, in addition
to the other stipulations. These places had been
taken by us from Holkur, and restored at the
peace of 1805. They were now held on his be-
half by Ameer Khan, whom we had agreed to
expel from the Raja's own possessions; and, as
these towns had at some distant period been sub-
ject to Jypoor, this was the ground of their re-
duction being now demanded. The negotiation
was of course broken off upon the advance of this
new demand; indeed, the Supreme Government
had previously directed it to be brought to some
decided issue, on first observing the insidious way
in which it was conducted by the other side. The
indifference manifested by the durbar of Jypoor,
on this occasion, to the advantages attending a
closer union with the British, is perhaps in part
attributable to the general reluctance felt by the
petty independent princes to make any indissoluble
alliances, on terms calculated to interfere with the
unrestrained latitude of political action they had
hitherto enjoyed. All our alliances with states
of this description have necessarily, as observed
in the introductory chapter, a character of de-
pendence on their part, and on that account are
not very palatable. Yet a more obvious mode of
accounting for the disinclination experienced on